
Merchant Tips
5 tips on how to engage and maximize with Virginia City's annual events.

1. Share the events to your 
Facebook page
This lets your fans know what is happening in 

town and gives another reason to visit. 

2. Create original posts
Tell your fans why they should stop by and

visit you. Offer something - show your ticket

for a discount or free gift.

VisitVirginiaCityNV.com

3. Send details and photos
If you have an event special or offer, take a 

photo and send to team@radstrategiesinc.com 

and we'll help spread the word.

4. Add to the atmosphere
Decorate your storefront, bring in music, add a 

special menu item or beverage. Take a photo 

and share on the Merchant Facebook Page or  

email it to team@radstrategiesinc.com. 

5. Use the Resources
Reference and use the resource document with 

details on each event, ticket links, photos and 

videos. The document is available on the Merchant 

Facebook Page (under Files), the About Page of our 

website or by contacting the VCTC directly. 



FOR ALL EVENTS:
Website: https://VisitVirginiaCityNV.com/
Phone: 775-847-7500
Email: visitorinfo@storeycounty.org
Photos: https://radstrategies.box.com/v/vceventphotos

DEVIL MADE ME DO IT SALOON CRAWL
Date: Feb. 9, 2019
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/devil-made-me-do-it-saloon-crawl-2/
Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/devil-made-me-do-it-saloon-crawl-tickets-52229629227?aff=erellivmlt
Video: https://youtu.be/3AfQ0qXEnZk

Description: Celebrate love in Virginia City with the 6th annual Devil Made Me Do It Saloon Crawl. Singles, couples 
and those who aren’t sure which category they fit into are welcome for a day exploring Virginia City’s historic 
saloons.

FATHER-DAUGHTER DAY & DANCE
Date: Feb. 23, 2019
Website: https://staging1.visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/father-daughter-day-dance-2/
Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virginia-citys-father-daughter-day-dance-tickets-52234942118
Video: https://youtu.be/I2VKSLovz3s

Description: Victorian princesses take over historic Virginia City as this special father-daughter day-date takes 
place throughout the town. The 5th annual Father-Daughter Day & Dance features an all-inclusive ticket package 
that includes attractions in Virginia City, lunch and more followed by a charming dance for daddies and daughters 
at the historic Piper’s Opera House.   

ROCKY MOUNTAIN OYSTER FRY & ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
Date: March 16, 2019
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/rocky-mountain-oyster-fry/
Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/28th-annual-rocky-mountain-oyster-fry-tickets-52235878920
Video: https://youtu.be/leY_4ZAL9q4

Description: Taking the phrase “have a ball” to a whole new level – it’s the 28th annual Rocky Mountain Oyster Fry 
and St. Patrick’s Day celebration in historic Virginia City. Join daring revelers for a party that only the Comstock 
could throw with the largest celebration in northern Nevada. Sample tasty testes from cooks competing for the 
title of Best Rocky Mountain Oyster Cook in the West. 

INTERNATIONAL MINING COMPETITION
Date: March 22 - 23, 2019
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/international-collegiate-mining-games/

Description: Virginia City, home to the largest strike in the world, hosts students from across the globe this March 
22 – 23, 2019 as mining returns to the Comstock with the 41st annual International Collegiate Mining Competition. 
With an estimated 200 participants, the event is hosted by the University of Nevada, Reno’s Mining Team, Mackay 
Muckers. 
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GRAND PRIX
Date: April 27-28, 2019
Website: https://www.vcgp.com/

Description: “C Street” gets loud as the roar of motorcycles hits full throttle during the Virginia City Grand Prix, 
one of the largest and most competitive off-road motorcycle races in the west. For the first time this year, racing 
takes place on C Street throughout the day so spectators can get an up-close and personal view of this high-speed 
race. The annual two-day event draws more than 1,000 racers the Comstock to battle the rough terrain for glory. 
For more information or to register, visit VCGP.com.

CHILI ON THE COMSTOCK
Date: May 18-19, 2019
Tickets: 
• Chili on the Comstock - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/36th-annual-chili-on-the-comstock-saturday-sunday-

may-18th-19th-tickets-52236107604
• Fun with the Runs - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fun-with-the-runs-5k-tickets-52236282126
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/chili-on-the-comstock/
Video: https://youtu.be/KQ1OPMEQiTc

Description: Virginia City hosts the best chili cooks in the West for the 36th annual Chili on the Comstock, all 
competing to win your vote for the best chili and people’s choice awards. Enjoy chili and other snacks, family-
friendly activities, a Fun with the Runs 5K and the Fireball Saloon Crawl. Chili lovers rejoice at the endless varieties 
to sample along C Street, all cooked up by top chili cooks competing for a spot in the International Chili Society 
World Finals. Plenty of cold, refreshing beverages makes a great side dish. 

FOURTH OF JULY ON THE COMSTOCK
Date: July 4, 2019
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/free-comstock-cowboys-second-amendment-concert-fireworks-
spectacular/
Video: https://youtu.be/sJrFhpzz_lY

Description: Historic Virginia City’s Independence Day celebration is pure Americana. The streets are decked in 
red, white and blue, the parade is a full of candy-throwing and classic cars and you feel the boom of the fireworks 
in your bones as they shoot into the clear night sky over the small mountain town. It’s a Fourth of July celebration 
to remember with live music, festive foods and a jovial atmosphere all day long. Throughout the day, Virginia City 
offers an authentic, home-town Independence Day experience with a parade, raffle and auction, the David John 
and the Comstock Cowboys Second Amendment Concert, old-west shootouts, shopping, train rides and, of course, 
an incredible fireworks display. 

HOT AUGUST NIGHTS KICKOFF RALLY
Date: August 2 – 3, 2019
Register: https://hotaugustnights.net/virginia-city-car-registration/
Website: http://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/hot-august-nights.html
Video: https://youtu.be/BhVpwaVUpKc

Description: Step back in time and revel in the sights and sounds of yesteryear. The region’s most prominent 
classic car gathering, Hot August Nights, kicks off in Virginia City. The town comes alive with rumbling engines and 
nostalgic tunes to kick off the event’s 33rd year. Walk the historic streets to see an array of cars and enjoy free, 
daily entertainment. As the host venue for the official kick-off, it’s sure to be a party with free live music, a poker 
run, nightly cruises and a celebrity Show-n-Shine. 
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VIRGINIA CITY RODEO & FIESTA DEL CHARRO
Date: August 24 - 25, 2019
Tickets: Available February 1, 2019
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/virginia-city-rodeo-fiesta-del-charro/

Description: Don your cowboy boots and hats for a rodeo event including a long-horn cattle drive down C Street, a 
mutton busting tournament and a Hispanic rodeo, Fiesta del Charro. The rodeo is produced by renowned 
promoter Cotton Rosser and the Flying U Rodeo. Get up close and personal with bull riders, wild broncs, 
escaramuzas, dancing horses, kids’ mutton busting and all the sights, sounds and smells of a Hispanic rodeo. 

CIVIL WAR DAYS
Date: Aug. 31 – Sept. 2, 2019
Website: http://www.ccwr.us/

Description: Experience history this Labor Day weekend as the Great Civil War Reenactors bring epic battles to 
Virginia City. Hundreds of reenactors battle out great scenes on the Virginia & Truckee Railroad and even right in 
the middle of C Street as part of the Labor Day Parade. Dress in your finest Victorian garb and join the ladies for 
High Tea, or take a ride on an evening champagne train and see a battle from your seat. For more information and 
tickets, visit CCWR.us. 

INTERNATIONAL CAMEL & OSTRICH RACES
Date: Sept. 6-8, 2019
Tickets:
• Friday - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/60th-annual-international-camel-ostrich-races-friday-9619-tickets-

52236842803
• Saturday 10 AM - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/60th-annual-international-camel-ostrich-races-saturday-

9719-10am-tickets-52236939091
• Saturday 2 PM - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/60th-annual-international-camel-ostrich-races-saturday-9719-

2pm-tickets-52237312207
• Sunday - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/60th-annual-international-camel-ostrich-races-championship-sunday-

9819-tickets-52237381414
Website: 
• Friday - https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/hot-camel-nights-at-the-international-camel-ostrich-races/
• Saturday 10 AM - https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/international-camel-ostrich-races-2/
• Saturday 2 PM - https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/60th-annual-international-camel-ostrich-races/
• Sunday - https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/international-camel-ostrich-races-2-2/
Video: https://youtu.be/Ra_5EjroIcM

Description: For 60 years, camels, ostriches and even zebras have come to Virginia City for the annual 
International Camel & Ostrich Races. This hilarious annual tradition dates back to the 1950s, and features jockeys 
precariously perched on their beasts as they maneuver the track at high speeds, aiming for a win among the 
cheering audience in this historic mining town. A comical racing spectacle that the entire family will enjoy, the 
event includes a fair-like midway with vendors and treats for the family. You can even catch a ride on a camel – a 
photo op not to be missed. New for 2019, Hot Camel Nights – a special Friday evening performance. Continuing 
from last year, choose from shaded seating options and a VIP experience that allows you to see the entire racing 
action. Sunday is Dolan Automotive Family Day with free camel rides for the first 100 kids. 
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STREET VIBRATIONS FALL RALLY
Date: Sept. 27 – 28, 2019
Website: http://roadshowsreno.com/sv_fall.php

Description: The Comstock starts rumbling when Virginia City hosts this raucous celebration of music, metal and 
motorcycles. Thousands of bikers cruise into this historic mining town for good food, live entertainment and plenty 
of fun. Find out more or register as a participant here. 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP OUTHOUSE RACES 
Date: October 5 – 6, 2019
Registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/30th-annual-virginia-city-world-championship-outhouse-races-
october-5th-6th-noon-each-day-tickets-52237932061
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/world-championship-outhouse-races/
Video: https://youtu.be/0XT4SGd5UAc

Description: This is one time and place where potty humor is accepted and encouraged - the 30th annual World 
Championship Outhouse Races. This free event dates back when outdoor plumbing was outlawed in Virginia City, 
angry residents took to the streets with their outhouses in protest, and a tradition was born. This hilarious event 
pits teams of costumed outhouse racers against each other in an all-out potty race pushing their home-made 
outhouses down C Street toward the toilet paper finish line to claim the latrine title. The Parade of Outhouses 
begins Saturday at noon with races immediately following. 

HAUNTOBER ON THE COMSTOCK
Date: October 2019
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/hauntober-2/
Video: https://youtu.be/0XT4SGd5UAc

Description: Virginia City is known for being one of the most haunted towns in all of the United States. Celebrate 
the supernatural and all things unexpected this October with an entire month of events including the outhouse 
races, ghost tours, safe trick-or-treating, a goblin parade, zombie run and a family fun Thomas the Train excursion.

CHRISTMAS ON THE COMSTOCK 
Date: December 2019
Website: https://visitvirginiacitynv.com/events/christmas-on-the-comstock/

Description: There’s no place like historic Virginia City for that warm and fuzzy, traditional Christmas vibe. This 
year the town is going all out, all month long. This Victorian-style holiday celebration features an official tree 
lighting, a new take on a holiday classic “The Comstock Christmas Carol” at Piper’s Opera House, a saloon crawl, a 
concert with David John and The Comstock Cowboys, our inaugural Christmas Bonanza shopping experience, the 
V&T Candy Cane Express and much more. Visitors should prepare for this to be their new favorite Comstock 
holiday tradition. 

Tentative schedule: 
V&T Candy Cane Express, Dec. 1, 7, 8, 14 and 15, times vary
Official Tree Lighting, Dec. 6  NEW
The Comstock Christmas Carol, Dec. 6, 8, 13, 15  NEW
The Grinch Made Me Do It Saloon Crawl, Dec. 7
David John and The Comstock Cowboys Christmas in the Sierra Concert, Dec. 7
Christmas Bonanza, Dec. 7 – 8, Dec. 14 – 15  NEW
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