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WOMEN OF THE COMSTOCK 

New Video Series Honors Virginia City’s Legacy of Women-Owned Businesses 
 

 
[Two of Virginia City’s women business owners, February 2021] 

 

VIRGINIA CITY, Nev. (Mar. 1, 2021)—Virginia City, Nevada, made a name for itself in 1859 when eager 
prospectors struck it rich and the Comstock Lode was discovered. What was a small mining camp quickly 
became the largest city west of Denver. In its boomtown heyday, Virginia City was a place where only 
the strong would survive. Today, Virginia City is a quaint mountain town and welcoming historical 
attraction, yet one thing remains: the women of Virginia City are a living legacy to the tenacity, 
hardworking and industrious character that is commonplace in the modern-day Bonanza.  
 
In Virginia City, 55% of businesses are owned or managed by women. Pull up a seat at one of Virginia 
City’s Old West saloons and it’s likely you’ve been welcomed into one of the many bars owned by 
women, 67% in fact. When it’s time to get your grub on, there’s a good chance you will be enjoying the 
home cooking of the town’s 67% female-owned restaurants.  

 
 



Virginia City’s latest video series, “Women of the Comstock,” honors these hardworking women in 
business. The videos make it clear that among the business owners, comradery, friendship and collective 
success are more valuable than all the riches extracted from the Comstock Lode. The women share wild 
west memories and laughs over what can only be found in Virginia City, remarking “I came to see the 
sights, now I am one.” The “Women of the Comstock” series is a heart-felt introduction to real women 
prioritizing community to ensure that visitors are always invited to step back in time in Virginia City.  
 

 
Zoe Connell, co-owner of the Firehouse Saloon and Grill, enjoys welcoming new and return visitors. 

 
The Saloon Women 
“Saloon: Pull Up a Stool” features personalities of Virginia City’s women-owned saloons. These women 
are proud of their establishments and Virginia City’s family atmosphere. Each patron, resident or visitor, 
is welcomed with open arms and encouraged to try local spirits like Cemetery Gin and Frey Ranch 
Vodka. 
 
The Merchants 
“Merchants: Come on in” features the women who bring Virginia City’s history to life through shows 
and unique shopping experiences. The ladies demonstrate that sharing joy and creating lifelong 
memories isn’t a role they take lightly. This video will be released later in March. 
 
The Artistic Women 
“Artists: Did you know?” highlights the women who keep the arts and culture alive in Virginia City. From 
museums to art galleries to a historic performing arts center, the historic town has a strong presence of 
the arts, all celebrating their unique history along the way. This video will be released later in March. 
 



 
 

 
 
For more information on Virginia City, Nevada visit visitvirginiacitynv.com or call the Virginia 
City Tourism Commission (VCTC) at 775-847-7500. 
 
A short 30-minute drive from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport takes visitors to one of the largest historic 
districts in the Unites States - Virginia City, Nevada. Come experience this mining “boomtown” as it was in the 
1800’s. Step back in time while visiting the numerous historic buildings, saloons, churches and museums or take a 
mine tour or even ride a real steam train. The Comstock Adventure Passes offer the best value with discounted 
attraction packages.  For lodging, event calendar or Comstock Adventure Passes, visit online or call 775-847-7500. 
The Visitor Information Center is located at 86 South C Street, Virginia City.  
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