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Camel & Ostrich Races are Back 
Nevada’s Internatonal Camel Races Celebrate 62 years in 2021 

 
VIRGINIA CITY, Nev. (June 1, 2021)—The world is ready to pick up where we left off in 2019, and you 
can count on Virginia City’s bizzare yet wildly entertaining annual International Camel & Ostrich Races to 
return in 2021. The first International Camel & Ostrich Races took place in historic Virginia City, Nevada 
in 1959 and the tradition continues Sept. 10 – 12, 2021 with jockeys vying for the title and the ultimate 
bragging rights over the three-day event. 
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“The Camel & Ostrich races are extraordinary, a little quirky and definitely worth traveling for,” said 
Deny Dotson, director of tourism for the Virginia City Tourism Commission. “When September came 
around last year, it felt odd to say the least. Now, we’re back and excited to bring this fun, entertaining 
and laugh-out-loud event back to our fans.”  
 
This must-attend and family-friendly event features jockeys precariously perched on their beasts as they 
maneuver the track at high speeds, aiming for a win among the cheering crowds. Attendees can enjoy 
watching the hilarious camel, zebra and ostrich races, on-site treats as well as camel rides between 
races for that once-in-a-lifetime photo op.  
 
Races take place Friday, Sept. 10 at 5 p.m. for Hot Camel Nights, Saturday, Sept. 11 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m 
and Sunday, Sept. 12 at 12 p.m.  



 
General admission tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for kids under 12 and seniors. Premium shaded 
tickets are $25. A VIP experience will be available, details will be released in the coming weeks. The 
event takes place at the Virginia City Arena & Fairgrounds.  
 
Ticket are available now online at VisitVirginiaCityNV.com.  
 
For more information on Virginia City, Nevada, visit VisitVirginiaCityNV.com or call the Virginia 
City Tourism Commission (VCTC) at 775-847-7500. 
 
About Virginia City, Nevada 
A short 45-minute drive from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport takes visitors to one of the largest 
historic districts in the United States - Virginia City, Nevada. Come experience this mining “boomtown” 
as it was in the 1800’s. Step back in time while visiting the numerous historic buildings, saloons, churches 
and museums or take a mine tour or even ride a real steam train. The Comstock Adventure Passes offer 
the best value with discounted attraction packages. For lodging, event calendar or Comstock Adventure 
Passes, visit online or call 775-847-7500. The Visitor Information Center is located at 86 South C Street, 
Virginia City. 
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